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The Lincoln Imp

Once, long ago, a mischievous Imp was blown into Lincoln
by a ferocious storm, coming to rest, at last,
at the grand door of the Cathedral.

Exhausted and seeking shelter he entered —

but on seeing the holy splendour and magnificence all around him,
his natural instinct for evil doing was awakened.

In a rage, he began to break the windows, dance on the altar

and trip up the bishop.

The Guardian Angels of the Minster saw his mayhem and in an instant
turned him into stone and placed him forever out of harm’s way

high above the Choir, between two arches,

where he can still be seen to this day — grinning cheekily.




Algn Fernie

THE LINCOLN IMP

Allegro, con Malizia (J.=144)
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